
bComing Together – Building Community 

Worship Service for First and Messiah Lutheran Churches 

Sunday, February 14, 2021 9:00 a.m. 

Zoom ID # 816 9477 6307 
 

Announcements and Zoom Etiquette 

ELCA Justice Resolutions for the April, 2021 Synod Assembly 

 

Gathering 

Called by the Holy Spirit, as people of Christ, we gather together in the endless diversity of God’s 

creation. 

 

Prayer of the Day (Dick Olson) 

God of boundless love, you require each of us to love justice.  May we follow Christ’s example to see, 

name, and care for all whom we encounter. May your love and grace fill our words and actions. Soften 

our hearts and expand our awareness today to share in the spirit of the Kin-dom of God, making the 

church a place where community is built to experience your grace.  In your name, we pray, Amen.  

 

Confession and Forgiveness (Pastor and Dick Olson) 

Voice One: In the name of the Holy Parent, And of the Child, And of the Holy Spirit, whom we invite 

into this space. Amen.  

As a church, we believe all are welcome. We name the ways we have fallen short in justice making for 

our LGBTQIA+ siblings, Black, Indigenous, People of Color, elderly and those who do not have access 

to basic human needs. And we accept the challenges that stand before us.   

One: To those who have been excluded by the church because of who they are and who they love, 

Voice Two: We ask forgiveness and welcome you.  

One: To those who have systems created against them due to the color of their skin, 

Two: We ask forgiveness and welcome you. 

One: To those who do not see their identities represented in this church, 

Two: We ask forgiveness and welcome you. 

One: To those who we, the church, have called “those people,” 

Two: We ask forgiveness and welcome you. 

One:  The Church is a place where we boldly proclaim and model welcome to each and every child of 

God. We confess that we have not always made that statement true, and, as a result, have pushed away 

God’s Beloved from our spaces. So we share today, proudly; that people of all sexual orientations, 

gender identities, and gender expressions matter; that Black, indigenous, and People of Color matter; 

and that we as a church stand firmly against racism, homophobia, and transphobia.  We seek 

forgiveness and commit to actions that will bring justice, equity, and healing to those harmed. We do 

all these things through God’s guidance and grace. Amen.  

 

Song:  All Are Welcome sung by Hans Veenendaal, Owen Polifka, piano 

 

Children’s Time:  Kate and Emma Myers “I Love You Through and Through” 

 

Messages:      Iley Guenther (screen sharing from co-zoom master Lily Kahlstorf) 

Carri Hoagland, live from Port Wing 

 

Song:  For All The Children sung by Hans Veenendaal, Owen Polifka, piano 



 

Prayers of the People  (Ginny or Dick) 

Trusting in the One who made us, dwells in us, and calls us to life, we pray for the world, the church, 

and all in need… silence 

 

Creator and endless weaver of our lives, we rejoice in your creation and its endless diversity. Your 

creativity and imagination create a sense of awe-filled wonder. As your care for creation is shown in its 

complexity and the changing of the seasons, teach us to see and celebrate the stunning beauty in all you 

have made.  Embolden us to work for climate and creation justice to preserve our tactile connection to 

you though creation. 

God of grace, hear our prayer.  

 

God who was made flesh, we ask for your forgiveness as we fall short to see you embodied in those 

around us.  Give us eyes to see you in the lives of those kicked out of their homes because of who they 

are and who they love; those whose families have been destroyed by forced separations at our 

country’s borders; and for those we have yet to see due to our fears. God, you know what it is like to be 

cast out… Pause… We take a moment to let this idea sink in: God you know what it is like to be cast 

out. Pause…May your Spirit fill us with the courage, conviction and dedication to work for justice 

knowing when we do, we are in fact caring for you.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Healer and Comforter, names we give to you, O God, as each day brings new wonderings about the 

health of our family, friends, community and nation, we remember that you can hold all we bring to 

you through prayer with sacred love.  With hearts of joy and lament, we bring you the names and 

places of your people in need, silence 

 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

God of the unknown, all that you are and all that you have been is without boundaries.  Open our hearts 

and minds to the new possibilities that surround us each day. Help us remember that through your love 

we are made new with each sunrise and filled with your Spirit in every breath. May this moment of 

worship be a touchstone of remembrance that we have something new to see and learn.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Help us see and love people we don’t even know yet, so we might continue to greet you in faith and be 

joyfully changed by who you are; wild and wonderfully endless in your diversity. Whisper sweet 

Spirited inspirations in our ears. Bless this community of faith with challenges to grow us, care to wrap 

us up when we are wounded, and an abiding fire for the justice you are bringing.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your unlimited capacity for love 

and mercy, through your grace. Amen. 

 

Proper Preface and Holy Communion 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you.  (Dick reads the bold part) 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise.   



It is indeed our right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 

praise to you, God of justice and accompaniment, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You made us all in 

your image; in the spirit of abounding love and creativity, you formed us. You sent us your advocate so 

that we can know how to advocate for our beloveds as you strengthen us to love and uphold one 

another. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn… 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  

 

Words of Institution 

 

At this table, make us your body. Form us to be a people of justice and peace. Fill us with gratitude and 

generosity that we may bear the fruit of love in word and deed. Come Holy Spirit, Come.  Nourish our 

bodies so that we may be fed. Teach us to see You, Christ, in those around us. As we prepare this table 

for you, we prepare our hearts for your presence. Come, Holy Spirit. Come, Holy Spirit.  Gathered into 

one by the Holy Spirit, we pray the prayer Jesus taught… Our Creator in heaven… 

 

Sending and Blessing 

Siblings in Christ, let us go out into the world in peace;  

Love boldly;  

Proclaim loudly; 

Work for justice;  

Encounter God in all you see; 

And know you are LOVED!   

Thanks be to God.  

 

Our next ZOOM worship will be on Ash Wednesday, February 17, 6:00 pm.   

Let Pastor know if you would like soup. Soup pick up is:  

-in front of First Lutheran on Wed from 10:30-11:00.  

-on 5th Street in front of Messiah, Wednesday night from 5-5:30 pm 

You will get soup, bread, pre-packaged ash, Holy Communion cups, Lenten devotional, Holden 

Evening Prayer booklet for the 6pm Zoom.  

 

Zoom ID is 840 6424 5293 passcode is “ash” 

 

Our next Sunday ZOOM worship will be February 28, 9:00 am. There is a chance we might get a 

new Zoom ID and passcode, so watch church websites for this or you may always call Messiah at 

715 373-5378 or Pastor at 715 209-1100   
   

 


